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ABSTRACT 

This article examines how the Ashtarkhanid dynasty migrated from the Astrakhan territories 

to the region of Mawarannahr, the granting of the Miyonkol area of Samarkand to them by the 

Shaybanids, and the activities they carried out in Mawarannahr, all based on contemporary 

sources. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Although the history of the Ashtarkhanid dynasty of the Bukhara Khanate has been studied by 

scholars both in our country and abroad, its connection with the history of Samarkand remains 

largely unexplored. According to "Bahr al-Asrar," the Toqay-Temurids [5:60b], "Tarikh-i 

Muqimkhani" [14:32b], and "Taj al-Tawarikh" [10:72b], the Ashtarkhanids, as well as in 

"Dastur al-Mulk" where they are referred to as the Joniy dynasty [15:147], in the 13th–14th 

centuries lived in the western territories alongside their relatives, the Shaybanids [5:8a; 1:81–

93]. 

They lived as nomads only rarely and mainly inhabited the northeastern shores of the Caspian 

Sea. As the Golden Horde (the Ulus of Jochi) weakened, it fragmented into several small 

principalities. In the 1430s, the Astrakhan Khanate emerged in the Volga region. "Astrakhan" is 

the Russian form of "Ashtarkhan," derived from "Hajji Tarkhan." "Tarkhan" was a privileged 

title among Turkic-speaking peoples, existing since the era of the Khazar Khaganate [8:256–

257]. 

In the mid-15th century, Uz Temur bin Toqay Temur, brother of Abay, established khanate rule 

in Kazan and Crimea [7:140], while descendants of Abay’s relative Muhammad established their 

rule in Astrakhan on the northwestern coast of the Caspian Sea [9:38–39]. Yor Muhammad 

Khan’s grandfather Javokh and his father Mangishlov lived in Astrakhan. However, they did not 

rule Astrakhan; rather, Javokh’s two brothers, Ahmad and Mahmud, governed Astrakhan 

[5:35a; 1:81–93]. 

The exact time of the Ashtarkhanids' arrival in Mawarannahr remains a subject of scholarly 

debate. According to "Bahr al-Asrar" [5:58a–b], Mangishlov bin Javokh Sultan, Yor 

Muhammad's father, came to Mawarannahr with his family in 1528, as mentioned in 

"Imamqulinama" [19b; 5:36b–37a]. 

This is further supported by the research of Bobur Aminov, who confirmed that a tombstone 

located in Shammi village of Kattakurgan district, Samarkand region, belongs to Mangishlov, 

who died in 1528 [4:23–24]. "Bahr al-Asrar" also records that he died in Miyonkol [5:38a]. Upon 

arriving in Miyonkol, Mangishlov married his daughter, Tursunbegi Khanim, to Iskandar, the 

father of Abdullakhan [5:38b]. 
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However, according to Mir Muhammad, Yor Muhammad Khan and his family moved to 

Mawarannahr in 1556, after the Russians conquered Astrakhan [3:111; 12:145b]. 

Considering that "Silsilat as-Salatin" was written in India in the 18th century, the information 

from the tombstone confirming their settlement in Samarkand in 1528 gains further credibility. 

At that time, the ruler of Bukhara, Iskandar Sultan (father of Abdullakhan II), warmly welcomed 

Yor Muhammad and his family, arranging marriages between his daughters Zuhrobegim and 

Gulposhsho Begim and Yor Muhammad’s son Joni Muhammad. 

From the union of Joni Muhammad and Zuhrobegim, three sons were born: Din Muhammad, 

Boqi Muhammad, and Vali Muhammad. Additionally, Joni Muhammad had another son, Alim 

Muhammad, and daughters Shoh Muhammad, Muhammad Sultan, Ajab Khanim, and 

Ammaxonim [5:71b–72a]. 

In total, he had six sons and two daughters. Ajab Khanim married the Juybari sheikh AbdiKhoja 

and had a son named Ibadullakhoja. She later married Abdulazizkhan [5:72a]. Joni 

Muhammad’s second daughter, Ammaxonim, first married Tursun Muhammad from the 

Ashtarkhanid dynasty. After Tursun Muhammad’s death, she remarried Khoja ibn Hasan Khoja 

from the Juybari family. 

Meanwhile, Yor Muhammad married Masud Sultan Khanim, the aunt of Abdulmumin. 

Abdullakhan II married Yor Muhammad’s sister, Mirjon Khanim [3:58b]. Clearly, through these 

marriage alliances, the Ashtarkhanids strengthened their kinship ties with the Shaybanid 

dynasty. As a result, the Ashtarkhanids gained control over territories including Samarkand, 

Badakhshan, Turkistan, Margilan, Tashkent, and Ura-Tepa. Even Kazakh sultans pledged 

allegiance to them. 

After the death of the Shaybanid Abdulmumin, when the Kazakh Khan Tawakkal seized 

Samarkand and other regions of Mawarannahr, the Ashtarkhanid princes Boqi Muhammad and 

Vali Muhammad went to the aid of the then-ruler of Bukhara, Pir Muhammad II, and defeated 

the Kazakhs. 

Boqi Muhammad killed Abduvosibiy, who had opened the gates of Samarkand to the Kazakhs, 

expelled the enemy from Samarkand, and wounded the Kazakh Khan Tawakkal. 

As a reward for his contribution to this victory, Pir Muhammad II appointed Boqi Muhammad 

as the governor of Samarkand. Boqi Muhammad governed Samarkand from 1599 to 1600. As 

governor, he earned the respect and support of the local population through his considerate 

treatment of the citizens and the public works he undertook. For instance, he distributed war 

spoils among his soldiers. 

He also had a veranda built and a dome erected at the Khodja Ubaydullah Ahrar al-Vali khanqah 

in Samarkand, where people would gather to perform Friday prayers. 

The descendants of Ahrar enjoyed considerable prestige in Samarkand. 

For example, during the Kazakh invasion of Samarkand in 1602–1603 [5:72b], Boqi 

Muhammad Khan accidentally killed the son-in-law of Khodja Ahrar, which strained his 

relationship with the sheikh. Fearing the deterioration of their relationship, Boqi Muhammad 

refrained from entering Samarkand. 

Nevertheless, by showing special respect to the members of the Ahrar lineage, Boqi Muhammad 

likely sought to strengthen his own rule. 

 

CONCLUSION 
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The Ashtarkhanid dynasty initially lived in the northeastern shores of the Caspian Sea, where 

they established their own state. 

After the descendants of Iskandar Sultan seized control of the Bukhara Khanate, they invited 

their relatives — the Ashtarkhanids — to Mawarannahr in 1528 and granted them lands in the 

Kattakurgan region of Samarkand. 

Later, the support of the people of Samarkand played an important role in the Ashtarkhanids' 

accession to the throne of Bukhara. 

 

REFERENCES 

1. Abd al-Ghaffär Qrïmï, Umdat al-tawᾱrïkh, ed, N.Āşim in pseperately paginated 

supplement to Ƭȕrk Tarih Encȕmeni Mecmuasi 15-16 (1925-1926); Crimean Turkic-

language dynastic history, 18th century: U.Schamiloglu, “The Umdet ȕl-Ahbar and the 

Turkic Narrative Sources for the Golden Horde and the Later Golden Horde” , in H.B. 

Paksoy (ed.) Central Asian Monuments (Istanbul:Isis Press, 1992), 81-93. 

2. The German orientalist, B. Spuler favors the term Jãnid (see Encyclopaedia of Islam , New 

Edition, "Djãnids" and The Muslim World , v. 3, p. 244, Leiden 1969. 

3. Алексеев.А.К. Политическая история Тукай-Тимуридов.По материалам 

персидского исторического сочинения Бахр ал-асрар. – СПб.: Изд-во С.- Петерб. Ун-

та, 2006. С.111. 

4. Б.Аминов. Марказий Мовороунаҳр қабртош битиклари ва улардаги тарихий 

шахслар генеалогияси (XV-XIX асрлар). Тарих фанлари доктори дисс. 

Автореферати. Т.: - 2021.Б.23-24.,  

5. Маҳмуд ибн Вали. Баҳрул асрор, Лондон. Бодлиан кутубхонаси №515,  

6. В.В. Венъяминов-Зернов. Монеты бухарские и хивинские, Труды росточного 

отделения Русского археологического общества, и IV. СПб, 1859, С. 402.; 

7. Д.М.Исхақов, О родословное хана Улуг-Мухаммеда, in Туркологическии сборник 

2001(2002)63-74 [68]; Qädir ‘Alï Bïk Jaläyirï, Jᾱmi’ al-tawᾱrῑkh, ed. And translit. R.G. 

Syzdykova, Iazyk ‘ Zhami at-tararikh’ Zhalairi (Almaty:Nauka, 1989), 140-242. 

8. Зиёев Азамат. Ўзбек давлатчилиги тарихи.Шарқ нашриёти, Тошкент:. 2000. –С 

256.  

9. Л.В. Зайцев,” Образование аштарханского ханства” in Туркологичискии сборник 

2001 (2002), 32-62 [ 38-39]. 

10. Муҳаммад Шариф Нақий. Тож ат таворих.Ш.Қ.Ф.9265.С.72б. 

11. Онаси Одинабеги Султон ;Баҳр ул асрор, 38б. 

12. Силсилат ас салотин.Лондон. Бодлеан кутубхонаси фотонусхаси №574, 124b.;  

13. Сухайл. Имомқулинома. ЎЗФАШИ. №89,С.19б. 

14. Тарихи муқимхоний, Кетобхонейе мажлис сино №1951 Теҳрон.С.323..;  

15. Хожа Самандар Термизий, Дастур ул мулк,147.; Ўзбекистон тарихи. (Самарқанд 

тарихи) // масъул муҳаррир Б.С.Ғойибов. IX жилд. – Тошкент: Ўзбекистон, 2023. 

203.;  

 


