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Abstract 

The article "The History of Academic Freedom: from the Origins to the Present" offers an in-

depth analysis of the evolution of the concept of academic freedom throughout history. Starting 

from historical roots in medieval universities, the authors explore the development of the 

principles of freedom of thought, research and learning in the context of different cultures and 

eras. The article also examines key events and figures influencing the formation and protection 

of academic freedom, including turbulent periods of religious and political change. The focus is 

also on the current state of academic freedom, taking into account the challenges and threats 

facing modern scientists and educational institutions. In general, the article provides an in-

depth overview of the evolution and importance of academic freedom in the context of its 

historical development. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Academic freedom is a fundamental principle underlying education and research. It provides 

scientists, teachers, and students with the opportunity to freely and independently explore, 

teach, and express their ideas. The history of academic freedom is rich in events that reflect the 

struggle for intellectual independence and freedom of speech. The idea of academic freedom 

has ancient roots[1]. In Ancient Greece, in Athens, an Academy was established where scientists 

freely discussed ideas and philosophical concepts. This experience became a starting point for 

understanding the importance of freedom of thought in the formation of knowledge. 

In medieval European universities, academic freedom faced restrictions from the church 

authorities. Despite the pressure, scientists and students continued to defend the right to free 

learning and research. The Age of Enlightenment brought with it the strengthening of the 

principles of academic freedom. Universities became centers of knowledge development, and 

scientists began to strive for independence from religious and political influences[2]. In the 

19th and 20th centuries, academic freedom faced new challenges such as censorship and 

political pressure. Many scientists were forced to fight for their beliefs, which eventually led to 

the strengthening of the rights to academic freedom. 

Nowadays, academic freedom is facing new challenges such as digitalization and globalization. 

Nevertheless, it remains a fundamental principle of education and research. Scientists around 

the world continue to defend the right to freely exchange ideas and create new knowledge. 
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Academic freedom in modern society: 

• Freedom of research: Scientists can explore any topic without fear of censorship or 

interference. 

• Freedom of teaching: Teachers have the right to freely form curricula and express their own 

opinions within the educational process. 

• Freedom of expression: Students and scientists have the right to freely express their ideas 

and beliefs, even if they are controversial. 

• Protection from discrimination: The principles of academic freedom include protection 

from discrimination based on various criteria such as gender, race, religion, etc. 

Academic freedom remains an integral part of the development of society and the formation of 

new generations of scientists. Its protection requires constant attention and support from 

educational institutions and society as a whole. 

Academic freedom is a principle based on the idea of freedom of thought and expression within 

educational institutions[3]. It is a fundamental element of higher education, contributing to the 

development of science, culture and society as a whole. Let's look at the history of academic 

freedom, starting from its origins and following its evolution to modern challenges. 

The idea of academic freedom has its roots in the medieval university tradition. In the XI-XII 

centuries, the first universities appeared in Europe, and academic freedom was an important 

component of their functioning. Teachers and students had certain privileges that protected 

them from outside interference[4]. During the Renaissance, academic freedom became closely 

associated with the flourishing of science and art. Eminent scientists of the time, such as Galileo 

Galilei, faced religious opposition, but their desire for free research influenced the formation of 

the principles of academic independence. Academic freedom is one of the fundamental 

principles of education and research, ensuring the independence of thought and freedom of 

expression. The history of this concept is rich in events and transformations reflecting various 

aspects of the development of society and science. 

Academic freedom has its roots in ancient Athenian universities, where free discussion and 

discussion were considered the foundation of education. However, with the collapse of the 

Roman Empire and the establishment of Christianity in the Middle Ages, intellectual freedom 

faced restrictions from the church and the authorities. The renaissance in Europe brought with 

it a new round of interest in classical science and philosophy. During this period, universities 

were founded that adhere to the principles of academic freedom. The enlightenment also 

helped spread the idea of freedom of thought and speech. In the 19th century, academic 

freedom became a subject of struggle due to the growth of industrialization and political 

instability. Scientists and teachers have faced censorship, restrictions and repression from 

governments. 

Two world wars and the Cold War period influenced the academic environment. In the Soviet 

Union and other Eastern European countries, academic freedom was severely restricted. In 

Western countries, on the contrary, it has become a symbol of democracy and freedom. In the 

modern world, academic freedom continues to face challenges. Pressure from political regimes, 

censorship, as well as sociocultural and technological changes create new challenges to 

freedom of research and expression. 
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