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ABSTRACT

In the modern educational landscape, the development of basic literary competences is crucial
to shaping students' intellectual and social growth. This paper examines the significance of
these competences within the pedagogical process, focusing on their role in fostering critical
thinking, cultural awareness, and effective communication skills. The integration of literary
competences into teaching methodologies enhances the learning experience, promoting a more
holistic approach to education. By highlighting various pedagogical strategies, this article
underscores the value of literary competences in cultivating a generation capable of
interpreting, analyzing, and responding to complex texts, both within and beyond the academic
setting.
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INTRODUCTION

The role of literature in education extends far beyond the simple understanding of texts. It
fosters cognitive development, empathy, and a broader comprehension of societal issues. Basic
literary competences, which include reading, interpreting, and analyzing literary works, are
essential in the pedagogical process. They contribute to students’ critical thinking abilities,
communication skills, and cultural awareness. This article explores the foundational
importance of these competences and their integration into the broader educational
framework.

Definition and Scope of Literary Competences

Literary competences refer to a set of skills that enable individuals to understand, interpret,
and engage with literary texts effectively. These competences include:

Reading Comprehension: The ability to decode written texts and grasp both explicit and implicit
meanings.

Interpretation: The skill of analyzing and understanding themes, structures, and stylistic
features of texts.
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Critical Thinking: The capacity to evaluate the ideas, messages, and contexts of literary works,
often relating them to personal or societal experiences.

Cultural Awareness: Engaging with texts that represent various historical, cultural, and social
contexts, helping students develop a broader perspective on the world.

N\

Creative Expression: The ability to articulate thoughts, ideas, and interpretations through
written or oral means, fostering effective communication skills.
Importance of Literary Competences in the Pedagogical Process
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1. Fostering Critical Thinking and Analytical Skills

Basic literary competences serve as a foundation for the development of critical thinking.
Engaging with literary texts encourages students to move beyond surface-level reading,
promoting deeper analysis of characters, themes, and narrative structures. By interpreting
various perspectives within texts, students develop the ability to critique ideas, question
assumptions, and form reasoned arguments, which are crucial skills in their overall intellectual
development.

2. Enhancing Communication Skills

The ability to communicate effectively is a key objective in education. Literary competences,
particularly in interpretation and creative expression, enhance students’ capacity to express
their thoughts clearly and persuasively. By discussing and writing about literature, students
practice organizing ideas, presenting coherent arguments, and engaging in dialogue, thus
refining their oral and written communication skills.

3. Promoting Cultural Awareness and Empathy

Literary texts offer a window into diverse cultures, historical periods, and social realities. By
studying literature from various contexts, students are exposed to a range of human
experiences, fostering empathy and cultural awareness. This broadens their understanding of
the world, enabling them to appreciate the complexity of human existence and the nuances of
different societal norms and values.

4. Encouraging Personal and Emotional Development

Literature often deals with universal human emotions and experiences, such as love, fear, loss,
and identity. Engaging with these themes helps students reflect on their own lives and
emotions, contributing to personal growth. This emotional engagement fosters a deeper
connection with the text, encouraging students to relate their personal experiences to the
broader human condition.

Developing basic literary competences equips students with skills that extend beyond the
classroom. The ability to analyze and interpret texts fosters a lifelong engagement with
literature, enabling students to continue exploring ideas, themes, and narratives throughout
their lives. This promotes a culture of continuous learning, where literature becomes a tool for
personal and intellectual enrichment.

Pedagogical Strategies for Developing Literary Competences

To effectively cultivate literary competences in students, educators must employ diverse
teaching strategies that engage and challenge learners. Key strategies include:

1. Interactive Reading and Discussion

Teachers can encourage students to engage with texts through group discussions, debates, and
interactive reading activities. This promotes collaborative learning and helps students
articulate their interpretations and analyses, while benefiting from the perspectives of their
peers.

2. Critical Writing Exercises

Encouraging students to write essays, critiques, or creative pieces based on their reading not
only enhances their writing skills but also deepens their understanding of literary texts. Critical
writing helps students organize their thoughts and develop clear arguments, reinforcing both
their literary competences and communication abilities.

3. Integrating Multicultural Texts
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Introducing literature from diverse cultures and historical contexts enriches students’ cultural

awareness and fosters empathy. This approach allows students to explore the human

experience through a variety of lenses, promoting a global perspective on literature and society.

4. Use of Technology and Digital Tools

Incorporating digital tools such as e-books, interactive reading platforms, and online discussion

forums can enhance the literary learning experience. These tools provide students with

additional resources and allow for interactive engagement with texts, catering to diverse

learning styles.

CONCLUSION

The development of basic literary competences is vital to the pedagogical process, as it fosters

critical thinking, enhances communication skills, promotes cultural awareness, and supports

emotional and intellectual growth. By incorporating these competences into educational

curricula, educators can create more meaningful and effective learning experiences that

prepare students for both academic success and lifelong engagement with literature.

The integration of these competences into various teaching methodologies offers a

comprehensive approach to education, one that nurtures well-rounded, thoughtful individuals

capable of understanding and responding to the complexities of the world through literature.
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