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ABSTRACT 

This thesis investigates the etymology of sewing-construction terms in the English language, 

exploring their historical origins, semantic transformations, and cultural contexts. By tracing 

the linguistic roots and evolution of these terms, the study reveals how they have embedded 

themselves in the English lexicon and influenced everyday communication. The research 

underscores the interplay between language, culture, and technology, highlighting the 

significance of sewing-construction vocabulary in reflecting societal changes and 

craftsmanship. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Language is a dynamic system that evolves in response to cultural, technological, and societal 

shifts. Sewing, as both a practical craft and an art form, has significantly influenced the English 

lexicon. This thesis aims to explore the etymology of sewing-construction terms in English, 

providing insights into their historical development and cultural significance. By examining the 

origins and semantic changes of selected terms, the study seeks to understand how these words 

have become integral to the language and how they reflect broader social and technological 

trends. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

The study of etymology provides valuable insights into the history and evolution of language. 

Existing literature on the etymology of English words often includes references to terms from 

various crafts, including sewing. However, focused research on the etymology of sewing-

construction terms is limited. This literature review surveys key works in historical linguistics, 

etymology, and cultural studies that provide a foundation for understanding the development 

of sewing-related vocabulary. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

The research employs a historical-linguistic approach, utilizing etymological dictionaries, 

historical texts, and linguistic corpora to trace the origins and evolution of sewing-construction 

terms. A corpus analysis will identify the frequency and context of these terms in historical and 

contemporary texts. Additionally, expert interviews with linguists and historians of textile arts 

will offer insights into the cultural and technological factors influencing the development of 

these terms. 
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ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 

This section presents an in-depth analysis of selected sewing-construction terms, examining 

their etymological roots, semantic shifts, and cultural contexts. Examples include: 

1. "Stitch" 

   - Origin: Derived from Old English "sticca" meaning 'to pierce' or 'to prick'. This term has 

maintained its core meaning related to sewing but has also expanded metaphorically to 

describe pain or a brief, sharp sensation. 

   - Evolution: The term has evolved from its literal meaning to include various types of stitches 

used in different sewing techniques, reflecting advancements in sewing technology and 

methods. 

2. "Seam" 

   Origin: From Old English "sēam", meaning 'sewing together' or 'a joint'. This term denotes the 

line where two pieces of fabric are sewn together. 

   Evolution: The term has retained its original meaning but has also acquired metaphorical uses 

in describing connections or joints in other contexts, such as geology or woodworking. 

3. "Hem" 

   - Origin: From Old English "hemm", meaning 'a border' or 'an edge'. Originally used to describe 

the edge of a garment that is folded back and sewn down. 

   - Evolution: The term has preserved its primary meaning related to sewing while also being 

used metaphorically to describe surrounding or confining something, as in "hemming in". 

4. "Thread" 

   - Origin: From Old English "þræd", meaning 'a fine cord or filament'. The term refers to the 

thin strands used in sewing and weaving. 

   - Evolution: Thread has maintained its primary meaning but has also developed metaphorical 

uses, such as in "thread of a story" or "threading through a crowd", indicating continuity or 

navigation. 

5. "Needle" 

   - Origin: From Old English "nædl", meaning 'a small, slender, pointed instrument'. This term 

specifically refers to the tool used for sewing. 

   - Evolution: While retaining its literal meaning, "needle" has also acquired metaphorical 

meanings, such as in "needling someone" to describe provoking or teasing. 

6. "Patch" 

   - Origin: From Middle English "pacche", possibly of uncertain origin. Refers to a piece of 

material used to mend or cover a hole or weak spot. 

   - Evolution: The term has expanded to include not only the literal act of mending fabric but 

also metaphorical applications, such as software patches in technology, indicating fixing or 

improving something. 

7. "Bobbin" 

   - Origin: From French "bobine", meaning 'a small reel'. Refers to the cylinder on which thread 

is wound. 

   - Evolution: The term has remained consistent in its primary meaning related to sewing 

machinery but also appears in contexts involving winding or storage mechanisms. 

The integration of sewing-construction terms into the English language reflects the historical 

importance of sewing in daily life and industry. This section explores how these terms embody 
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cultural narratives and technological advancements. The study also considers the gendered 

aspects of sewing language, examining how traditional roles have influenced linguistic 

development and societal perceptions. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The etymology of sewing-construction terms in English reveals a rich tapestry of historical, 

cultural, and technological influences. These terms, deeply embedded in the language, serve as 

markers of societal evolution and craftsmanship. By understanding their origins and 

transformations, we gain deeper insights into the interplay between language and culture, 

highlighting the enduring legacy of sewing in the English lexicon. 
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