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ABSTRACT

The article examines topical issues related to the problem of defining the boundaries of
academic freedom in the modern educational context. The author explores what restrictions
can be imposed on the freedom of research and teaching at universities in order to ensure a
balance between freedom of academic creativity and responsibility to society. The influence of
political, social and cultural factors on the formation of these boundaries is discussed, and
recommendations are offered for achieving a stable balance between freedom and restrictions
in the academic community. The article calls for a dialogue on the need to comply with the
principles of academic freedom, while taking into account the responsibilities of scientists to
society and the ethical aspects of their activities.
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INTRODUCTION

Academic freedom is one of the fundamental principles of education, stimulating research,
critical thinking and the free exchange of ideas. However, like any freedom, it is subject to
certain limitations and boundaries. This article will examine the difficult balance between
academic freedom and responsibility[1]. Academic freedom implies freedom of research,
expression, and learning activities within an educational institution. This is an important
condition for the university to become a place where new knowledge, ideas and perspectives
are formed and revealed[2]. The absence of censorship and pressure allows scientists to freely
express their thoughts, conduct research and put forward innovative hypotheses.

Limitations and boundaries:

However, even in the context of academic freedom, there are certain limitations. First, academic
freedom should not violate ethical standards and norms. Research that may harm society or
contradict the basic principles of ethics is subject to restrictions. For example, research that
violates human rights or involves exploitation cannot be considered permissible.

Secondly, academic freedom should not become a tool to support discrimination or chauvinism.
Respect for diversity and inclusivity should be fundamental principles in the academic
environment. There is a need for a balance between freedom of expression and the obligation
to respect the rights and feelings of other participants in the educational process.

The balance between freedom and responsibility:
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Creating a balance between academic freedom and responsibility is a difficult task[3].
Universities and educational institutions should develop clear ethical standards and policies
that ensure that the principles of academic freedom are respected, but at the same time prevent
abuse. It is the duty of scientists to use their freedom responsibly. This includes awareness of
the possible consequences of one's research and statements, as well as respect for social and
moral norms. Discussions and debates should be conducted in an atmosphere of respect and
tolerance.

Academic freedom is a fundamental principle of higher education that ensures freedom of
research, learning and the exchange of ideas. However, like any freedom, it is subject to certain
limitations and boundaries. This balance between freedom and responsibility is a key element
of the modern academic environment.

Academic freedom provides scientists, teachers and students with the opportunity to freely
express research and educational ideas without interference from the authorities or external
pressures. It is an integral element of the formation of an intellectual environment that
promotes critical thinking and diversity of opinions. However, even in the free environment of
the academy, there are limitations. Issues related to security and the public interest may require
certain restrictions on academic freedom. For example, research that can be used to create
harmful technologies, or the dissemination of information that can damage public relations, are
subject to restrictions.

The balance between freedom and responsibility also requires compliance with ethical
standards. Academic communities develop codes of ethics aimed at preventing plagiarism, data
falsification and other violations of scientific integrity. These restrictions are aimed at
maintaining trust in the academic field and preserving its reputation[4]. Restrictions on
academic freedom may arise as a result of political or ideological pressures. Different countries
and cultures may have different norms governing academic activities. This highlights the
importance of protecting the universal principles of academic freedom, regardless of the
context.

Maintaining a balance between freedom and responsibility at the academy is a constant
challenge. With the development of technology and changes in society, new ethical and legal
issues arise. The academic community must remain flexible and ready to adapt to change in
order to effectively meet the challenges of the future. Academic freedom is not only a privilege,
but also a responsibility. Compliance with its principles requires awareness and respect for the
public interest. Balancing freedom and responsibility in the academy is an integral part of its
functioning and development.

CONCLUSION

Academic freedom is a fundamental aspect of education, but it should not serve as an excuse
for unethical or discriminatory practices. The balance between freedom and responsibility is a
key component of a mature educational process. Only by maintaining this balance will
universities be able to effectively fulfill their mission of forming critically minded citizens who
are able to make a positive contribution to society.
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